Deborah Newman,
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities
Mowat Block
3rd Floor
900 Bay Street
Toronto, ON M7A 1L2

Dear Deputy Minister Newman,
We are pleased to submit this letter of intent outlining a proposal to create an exciting unique kind of post-secondary educational
venture. This new university, led by experienced academic innovators Maureen Mancuso and Alastair Summerlee, and supported by a
unique partnership between Centennial College and the City of Brampton, will revolutionize the delivery of post-secondary education
in Ontario by offering an instructional model that is both more cost-effective and more pedagogically potent, by emphasizing highquality, inquiry-based, globally aware, socially engaged, technology-enabled active and participatory learning—the highly effective
educational practices that traditional universities so often idealize but cannot manage to implement.
The new university will initially offer a single undergraduate degree program—the Bachelor of Arts and Science—with a pervasively
interdisciplinary curriculum. There will be clearly outlined learning objectives and outcomes for the program and all students will
begin on day one a learning e-portfolio that will capture and document their work, progress, and skill development throughout their
degree program. Graduates will leave with a firm understanding and evidence of the skills, values, and knowledge they have acquired.
Experiential learning will be emphasized and embedded in the program: students will have opportunities for paid internships that grant
academic credit through completion of a reflective, scholarly component. There will be no majors or minors, but in collaboration with
Centennial, students will be able to distinguish themselves through practical and demonstrable skills in four areas of focus—
technology, entrepreneurship/management, health professions, and creative industries—that are closely aligned with the government’s
large-scale strategy, the municipality’s and region’s needs, and that address skill shortages in the knowledge based economy.
Costs will be reduced through the elimination of overhead as well as structures and practices that constrain innovation and reduce
institutional agility. There will be no departments, and all faculty will be primarily dedicated to teaching via flexible staffing contracts.
Faculty will still have research expectations that complement teaching and are focused on areas of interest to the region and its
businesses and industries. A single flat tuition fee will apply to the whole program, and use of electronic resources and e-books will
reduce student textbook costs and eliminate the need for library capital expenditures. In these and other ways, lower costs of
attendance will make the institution accessible to a broader range of students.
We envision an entering class of 300 undergraduates in the first year, growing to 3,000 in five years and 10,000 students in year ten.
Graduate-level programs in allied fields would be added in year five, once a full cohort of undergraduates is enrolled. That ambitious
growth reflects the surging demand for post-secondary education in Ontario, especially in the GTA and particularly in the area around
Brampton, one of the province’s key designated growth centres. The demographic composition, socio-economic characteristics, and
cultural attitudes of regional residents also generate strong preferences for students to attend a university where they can live near or
stay within their family and community structures. The city is prepared to invest both resources and land in this new campus, and has
already designated two potential sites for the new institution, both well located for local and regional public transit service.
Yours sincerely,

Maureen Mancuso
Cc:

Alastair Summerlee

Marie-Lison Fougère, Assistant Deputy Minister, Strategic Policy and Programs Division
Bill Praamsma, Director (Acting), Research Planning Branch
MCE@submissions@ontario.ca

Ann Buller

City of Brampton

Office of the Mayor

Office of the Mayor,
Susan Fennell

June 25th, 2014
Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities
14th Floor, Mowat Block
900 Bay Street
Toronto ON M7A 1L2
Academic leaders from the University of Guelph, supported by Centennial College,
presented a proposal to Brampton City Council for a new university in Brampton.
On June 25th, 2014, Brampton Council unanimously endorsed its desire to be a host
municipality for this new university, so that the Proponents could proceed with submitting
a proposal to the Major Capacity Expansion Call for Proposals, as set out by the Ministry
of Training, Colleges, and Universities.
Please find enclosed the unanimously supported resolution.
Ensuring Brampton is home to a new unversity is an unwavering priority for the City of
Brampton and our residents. Local investments in post-secondary education mean new
job creation, new businesses, a stronger economy and greater prosperity by elevating
the quality of life for residents.
We look forward to working with the provincial government to establish a new university
in Ontario’s fourth largest city.
Sincerely,

Susan Fennell,
Mayor of Brampton
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Date: June 25, 2014

Item: -l:::L\

1. That the report from J. Corbett, Chief Administrative Officer, and D. Reader,
Government Relations, Office of the Chief Administrative Officer, dated June 17,
2014, to the Special City Council Meeting of June 25, 2014 re: Opportunity for
Brampton to be a Host Municipality for a New University (File# M25), be
received; and
2. That the City of Brampton endorse the Proponents' (senior and experienced
academic leadership, supported by Centennial College) objective to submit a
Notice of Intent to the Ontario Government to establish a Brampton research
oriented university that is consistent with Goal Two of Brampton's PostSecondary University Strategy and is also consistent with the eligibility criteria of
the Major Capacity Expansion Call for Proposals; and
3. That the City of Brampton be the host municipality for a new university in the
Proponents' proposal to the Major Capacity Expansion Call for Proposals; and
4. That the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) and Executive Leadership Team
(ELT), serve as the steering committee with the Proponents to oversee the
development of the proposal to the Major Capacity Expansion Call; and
5. That subject to the approval of the Notice of Intent by the Province of Ontario, the
CAO, ELT, and the Proponents present the completed proposal to Council for
endorsement prior to its submission to the provincial government by the
September 26, 2014 deadline.

